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and the person goes on from one thing to another until all
self-respect is lost, and he feels no compunction, after a
time, in asking the parish authorities to furnish him with
bread for the support of his existence. I hold, then, that
medical men are much to blame in this matter, and that
instead of doing good to the community, I believe they are
doing a great wrong, as I said, not only to themselves, but
to society at large.
No doubt there are plenty of instances where people

cannot pay, but it is of the indiscriminate gratuitous advice
that I complain; and, with regard to distinguished men
having hours for gratuitous advice, it is simply a disgrace
to the profession. There is no use deceiving ourselves by
the sentimental saying, "Oh, these people cannot afford to
pay a doctor." They can and do afford, perhaps, to pay
several shillings for drink after receiving gratuitous advice.
They have to pay the baker, the butcher, the tailor; but
the doctor’s reward is in heaven-at least that is the effect
of our teaching. Why deny themselves their beer, &c.,
for the doctor, when they know that he works for nothing ?
When we look at the condition of the medical men in the

army and navy, we see how slow the public are to recognise
their position-simply, as I have feebly endeavoured to show,
because the profession do not respect themselves.
Why should the doctor be supposed to give his time and

talents to the public for nothing ? Does the lawyer, the
clergyman, the tradesman do so ? The public know that
these must be paid, but the doctor-oh, they can get plenty
of them for nothing. Who ever heard of a lawyer setting
aside certain hours for gratuitous advice to the indigent?
He knows too well the value of his education, makes the
public pay for his skill, and is, in the end, more respected
by the community; hence his position in the councils of the
nation compared with the medical man.

I am sure hundreds of the younger members of our pro.
fession will agree with me in what I have said, for it is
to them that the greatest injustice is done, and unless the
evil be remedied we will still see those humiliating appeals
in your columns, where widows of medical men are thrown
penniless on the world. Such a result is brought about, in
many instances I have no doubt, by our mistaken philan-
thropy.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Everton, Liverpool, Oct. 18th, 1874. J. WILSON STEELE, M.D.J. WILSON STEELE, M.D.

MR. STANSFELD AND THE CONTAGIOUS
DISEASES ACTS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-It is to be regretted that a Member of Parliament

with the experience and reputation of Mr. Stansfeld should
commit himself at a public meeting to the expression of
opinions of the erroneousness of which more careful thought
and examination must inevitably convince him. He has ex-

pressed his determination never to cease his opposition to the
Contagious Diseases Acts until these are repealed. He gives as
a reason that the Acts were smuggled through Parliament,
that they are immoral, unconstitutional, and hygienically a
failure. The absurdity of stating that Acts have not had
the advantage of public discussion which have been now ten
years in operation, which have been reported upon by a
special committee of the House of Lords in 1868, by a
committee of the House of Commons in 1869, by a Royal
Commission in 1871 (on which evidence of more than 100
witnesses has been published representing all shades of

opinion, and nlling a thousand closely-printed pages of large
paper), which have been twice fully debated in the House
of Commons, which have been thrust obtrusively and
offensively into every household in the United Kingdom, is
so manifest that those only would listen patiently who had
determined to believe every misstatement agreeing with
their own prejudices.

So far from the Acts being immoral, the experience of
the inhabitants in places where they are in force shows that
they have proved the greatest gain to morality. The streets
have become more orderly ; open solicitation, formerly so
common at all hours, has almost disappeared; and the half-
naked, shameless prostitutes are no longer seen in the 

i

thoroughfares. The number of brothels has been largely I
reduced, the prostitutes diminishel, and even the most J

I hardened and depraved improved in their outward appear.
, ance and condition. Large numbers have been reclaimed
by means of these Acts, and still more have been deterred
from commencing a life on the streets by the instrumen.
tality of the persons employed in carrying them out.

Young children have been rescued from houses of ill-fame
and placed in homes or restored to their parents. So far
from making a national provision for the encouragement
of vice, the Contagious Diseases Acts have been the first
attempt on the part of the Legislature to regulate and
then repress the open shameless vice in the public streets,
which Mr. Stansfeld would have us believe is not to be
meddled with for fear that our sons would turn on us and
say we encourage immorality.
Mr. Stansfeld states also that the Acts are unconstitu-

tional. In this sense, probably, he would include all other
sanitary laws, and would do away with compulsory vaccina.
tion or any measures for the prevention of scarlet fever and
other zymotic diseases.
Mr. Stansfeld’s main arguments against the Acts, however,

are based on their being hygienically a failure. He states
that venereal diseases diminished rapidly in the army and
navy from 1860 to 1865, and that the reduction which has
since taken place is due to causes independent of the Acts.
If this be true, the reduction in disease should have taken
place equally in military towns and seaports not included
in their operation. What are the facts ? In the year 1873
the number of men in the army at home constantly in hOSe
pital with primary venereal sore in places under the Acts
was in a ratio of 4 42 per 1000, while in places not under the
Acts the ratio was 8 86 per 1COO. Here, too, the statistics are
actually less favourable than the facts, for a very large pro-
portion of the cases of venereal disease, especially of
primary syphilis, included in the returns from the protected
stations are known to have been contracted in places not under
the Acts. But let any person really desirous of knowing the
truth compare the existing amount of primary syphilis
among the troops in London, York, Exeter, or among the
seamen at Hull, Bristol, or Liverpool, with the disease at
Canterbury, Portsmouth, or Plymouth, and he must be con-
vinced of the great sanitary good effected by these Acts and
of the fearful amount of syphilis existing in those towns
where there are no preventive measures.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
October 21st, 1874. A LOVER OF TRUTH.

INTRA-UTERINE FIBROIDS.
To the Editor 0/* THE LANCET.

SIR,-In your notice of the pamphlet " On Intra-uterine
Fibroids," by Dr. Marion Sims, your reviewer has fallen
into the error of supposing that the 11 iron cotton" em-

ployed by Dr. Sims to arrest haemorrhage is made with the
tincture of the perchloride of iron. The "iron cotton" is

prepared by soaking lint or cotton wadding in the liquor
ferri subsulphatis of the American Pharmacopoeia, the
strength generally recommended being one part of the liquor
to three or four of water.

I have for years employed the peraulphate of iron in
powder as a styptic, and I believe the subsulphate to be an
identical preparation. The liquor ferri subsulphatis is quite
as powerful a haemostatic as the perchloride of iron, and,
being but very feebly acid, is not nearly so painful an appli-
cation ; in fact, it causes scarcely any pain at all. Recently
I tested the efficacy of the American preparation in a severe
case of haemorrhage from the rectum, occurring on the fifth
day after the removal of some rather full-sized internal
haemorrhoids by the clamp and cautery. I was prepared to
plug the rectum, but first tried placing some strips of lint
soaked in the iron solution into the bowel, and I was pleased
to find that the haemorrhage was instantly arrested; there
was hardly any pain, and the patient did well.

I would venture to suggest that the liquor ferri sub.
sulphatis would be found more valuable than the liquor
ferri perchloridi in uterine haemorrhage, as being much less
irritating. When the subsulphate solution has been kept
some little while a deposit takes place, and it requires
shaking, but this does not militate against its usefulness.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
W ILLIA1BI ALLINGHAM.

Chandos-strect, Cavendish-square, W., r 0’. 19th, 1874.
WILLIAM ALLINGHAM.


